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– 6 SEPTEMBER 2007 

 
ADDENDA 

 
 
Item 
 
4. Petitions and Public Address 

 
The Chairman has agreed the following requests to address the meeting: 
 

Item Speaker 
 

6. Use of Bus Lanes by Private Hire 
Vehicles 

Richard Barlow (ODPHA) 

7. London Road Corridor Improvements – 
Progress and Consultation on Design 

Patrick Coulter (Highfield 
Residents Association) 
Alex Cochrane (West Waddy 
ADP) and the Deputy Vice 
Chancellor for Oxford Brookes 
County Councillor Roz Smith 
(Local Member) 
County Councillor John Sanders 
(Local Member) 

8. Implementation of Bus Stop Clearways 
on Premium Bus Route - Barton 

County Councillor Roz Smith 
(Local Member) 
 

11. Proposed Amendments to waiting 
Restrictions – Church Road and High 
Street, Wheatley 

Mrs Georgina Glenny 
(Representing some residents of 
Church Road) 
County Councillor Anne Purse 
(Local Member) 

12. A415 Newbridge River Thames 
Crossing 

Colonel Terry Kirkpatrick 
(Standlake and Northmoor 
Parish Councils) 
West Oxfordshire District 
Councillor Brenda Smith 
County Councillor John Sanders 

 
6. Use of Bus Lanes by Private Hire Vehicles 

 
Supplementary information submitted by the Oxford and District Private Hire 
Association is attached 

 
Councillor Jean Fooks has submitted the following comments: 
 
As the city portfolio holder concerned, I have considered this issue carefully. I 
have a number of comments: 
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1) present regulations allow use of bus lanes by taxis registered outside 
the city, which are mostly saloon cars. So the argument that use of bus 
lanes by phvs would encourage abuse by private cars does not seem 
very strong. 

2) I can see the concerns raised by passengers that they are 
disadvantaged when using phvs, when they sit in the traffic jam and 
see taxis passing them in the bus lane. 

3) Cyclox raise concerns about cyclists – I am already very unhappy that 
it is considered adequate provision for cyclists to allow them to share 
bus lanes with buses, which are wide enough to fill the bus lane and 
are very large and can be intimidating. 

 
I agree that survey work should be done before a decision is made, but ask 
that the use of bus lanes by cyclists be reviewed, with a view to requiring 
proper separate cycle lanes rather than suggest they use bus lanes. 
Particularly for children, whom we want to encourage to cycle to school, 
sharing a bus lane with buses, let alone taxis and possibly phvs, is a very 
unsatisfactory situation. Please can the Committee add this as an additional 
recommendation.  

 
9. Disabled Persons’ Parking Places 
 
 Councillor Jean Fooks has submitted the following comments: 
  

The responsibility for providing and removing Disabled Persons’ Parking 
spaces in Oxford passed from the City Council to the County Council with the 
cessation of the agency in November 2001. At that time there was a backlog 
of applications for DPPPs as well as a number of requests for removal of 
DPPPs no longer required.  
 
Although the County Council promised to clear the backlog, after a motion in 
Council in November 2004, it has taken much longer than promised, which 
was anyway far too long after the County assumed the responsibility. 
 
I very much welcome the report which at long last provides DPPPs where 
they have been needed for many years, and the replacement of redundant 
spaces with extra residents’ parking spaces, also much needed.   
 
Can the Committee please confirm the timetable for new applications for 
DPPPs; we were promised a six-monthly review process, to reduce the time 
people had to wait before their application was considered.  

 
12. A415 Newbridge River Thames Crossing 
  

Colonel Terry Kirkpatrick has submitted an objection on behalf of Standlake 
and Northmoor Parish Councils (copy attached) 
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Councillor Charles Mathew has submitted the following comments: 
 
I am concerned as the local Councillor that this agenda item and its 
recommendations should not be accepted for the following reasons: 
  
A)   Since the meeting at Standlake Village Hall in October 2006 when 
promises were given that local opinion and considerations would figure 
prominently in the deliberations over the future of Newbridge, the Parish 
Council was visited by Roger O’Neill and a representative of Jacobs Babtie 
some two months ago and among other things, was told that no decisions had 
been made and that further deliberation would take place as well as a Public 
Enquiry sometime earlyish in the New Year 2008 if a decision needs to be 
taken to build a new bridge. I would also refer you to recommendation c) of 
CDMT1 6 October 2006, which was approved- ‘instruct officers to take into 
account the need to not attract additional traffic onto the A415 when 
evaluating options for the new river crossing at Newbridge:’ 
  
B)   I understand that no monitoring, as has been consistently over the last 
year promised on the structure of the bridge, has taken place and indeed it is 
only very recently that English Heritage has been approached to agree what 
form this monitoring will take. 
  
C) I believe that the curtilage of the existing bridge, a Historic Monument 
under the control of English Heritage, will require to be protected and it could 
be premature to proceed with the siting of a new bridge prior to obtaining 
agreement by English Heritage on that siting. It is said this could involve the 
new bridge to be sited at least a kilometre away or out of sight of the existing 
bridge. 
  
I would therefore ask that before a decision is taken to proceed as 
recommended, these matters are satisfactorily resolved. 
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